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INT. DINING ROOM - EVENING

DANA and her new boyfriend, HARRY, are sat at the dining room 
table. Opposite them is GILLIAN - DANA’s mother. 

GILLIAN looks from DANA to HARRY, noticeably unimpressed. 

HARRY
I err- I really enjoyed the meal, 
thank you, Mrs Hayes.

GILLIAN
Mhmm.

HARRY
How did you cook the cabbage? I’ve 
never had it so tasty.

GILLIAN
I boiled it.

HARRY
Yum.

GILLIAN rolls her eyes and looks away.

DANA
Harry is training to be a landscape 
engineer. 

GILLIAN
A gardener?

DANA
No, a landscape-

HARRY
(to DANA)

It’s okay. It’s practically the 
same as gardening, but with a bit 
more thought and design thrown in.

HARRY sheepishly looks back at DANA - whilst she is clearly 
annoyed at GILLIAN for the way she is behaving. 

GILLIAN raises her eyebrows in a told-you-so manner.

GILLIAN
What time did you say you were 
leaving?

DANA
I didn’t. 

Property of Daniel Harding. Copyright 2020 1.



GILLIAN
Did you want dessert then or?

DANA
I’m fine.

HARRY
(sheepishly)

Actually a coffee-

DANA sharply looks at him.

HARRY (CONT’D)
No, I’m good thanks. Ta. 

GILLIAN
Well, then. 

DANA
...Mum!

GILLIAN
What?

DANA
You’re being so difficult!

GILLIAN
It’s not my fault you insist on 
bringing home the most unsuitable 
people, is it?

HARRY
Maybe I should go? 

DANA
(to GILLIAN)

But at the very least you could be 
civil! HARRY has done nothing 
wrong. 

GILLIAN
I just don’t see the point in 
wasting your time, that’s all. 
You’re not exactly getting any 
younger are you? I wasted my life 
with your father, now look at me! 
Is this how you want to end up?... 
And what’s more, I know for a fact 
this one isn’t going to last.

DANA
How do you know?
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GILLIAN
I mean look at him! 

An awkward silence passes as the attention turns to HARRY - 
who innocently looks at each of them in turn, not sure what 
to say.

GILLIAN (CONT’D)
I rest my case.

DANA
Mum! You’re being such a cu-

HARRY
Con-siderable, kind, warm-hearted, 
caring, and clearly, loving, 
Mother. You just want what’s best 
for your daughter, I understand 
that.

GILLIAN looks at HARRY - unimpressed with his attempt at 
charming her. 

HARRY (CONT’D)
But I’m certainly not wasting your 
daughter’s time! I’m in love with 
her-

DANA
(shocked)

You are?

HARRY
I’ve never felt this way about 
anyone before in my life, ever, 
ever-ever, and I’m going to do all 
I can to make sure I’m the best for 
her. 

He looks down at DANA.

HARRY (CONT’D)
Not only in her eyes, (to GILLIAN) 
but in yours too!

GILLIAN
Oh, give over! (mocking) As if 
you’re in love. You’ve known each 
other for what, five-minutes?! I’ve 
had ingrowing toenails that have 
lasted longer than you two.
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DANA
(gagging)

Eurgh, Mum! That’s disgusting.

HARRY
And in those five minutes, DANA, 
your wonderful daughter, has shown 
me what’s been truly missing in my 
life.

GILLIAN
(under her breath)

A proper job, for starters. 

HARRY takes DANA by the hand.

DANA
Aww! Do you really mean that? I 
feel the same way!

HARRY
(to GILLIAN)

And I want nothing more than to 
spend all my remaining minutes with 
her. 

GILLIAN pulls a disgusted face whilst DANA and HARRY stare 
deep into each others eyes.

GILLIAN
(to DANA)

Seriously?

HARRY
DANA...?

HARRY gets up from the chair and positions himself in front 
of DANA - who is taken aback but what he’s doing.

HARRY (CONT’D)
Will you...?

DANA
Harry, what are you doing?

GILLIAN looks on with amazement and shock.

HARRY
Marry me?

GILLIAN abruptly stands up from the table.
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GILLIAN
No, no way! There is absolutely no 
way you are marrying this buffoon! 
He can’t even brush his hair, look 
at him! Come on, Dana! Use your 
common sense. What use is he going 
to be? Dana, I forbid it. I forbid 
you from marrying him. Do you hear 
me?

DANA watches GILLIAN and then looks up at HARRY.

DANA
...Yes.

HARRY
Yes?

GILLIAN
No!

DANA
Yes, I will marry you! 

HARRY places the ring on her fingers, and she too gets up 
from the table and hugs him.

GILLIAN
Oh, DANA. What have you done?

HARRY puts a ring on her finger, whilst GILLIAN falls back 
down onto her chair in total disbelief - eventually banging 
her head on the table. 
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